
Part names of a mouthpiece 

Frame formats of mouthpiece are shown below. It deepens your understanding to look over them 

while you are reading this handbook. 

Part names of Trumpet mouthpieces
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Part names of Horn mouthpieces
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-Meanings of the engraved mark- 

3C TRUMPET

7C TROMBONE-L

5C HORN

Trumpet Shank

Horn Shank

Trombone Large Shank

I.R.D. is size 3, and Cup depth is C.

I.R.D. is size 5, and Cup depth is C.

I.R.D. is size 7, and Cup depth is C.
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-Glossary- 
Mensur: measurement of the inner dimensions 

I.R.D: Inner rim diameter  
 
 

Part 1 –How to select the best mouthpiece for YOU– 
 

Many brass instruments’ players become hungry for learning about a mouthpiece in the process of 

growing their performance. Yes, that is the first step of improvements. Meeting the best mouthpiece 

should be one of the most fortunate memories in your music life. However, it is often said and true that 

finding the best mouthpiece is more difficult than finding the best instrument. It is a too easy way to 

select your mouthpiece just because your friend or favorite player uses the certain mouthpiece. You must 

select your mouthpiece by yourself because nobody can precisely feel what you feel. 

 

 

Ⅰ: Rx(Prescription) for selecting a mouthpiece 

 
1. Clarify your ideal tone for your music, and narrow down the choice of rim size and cup depth. 

Clarifying your ideal tone is the first thing you have to do for selecting a mouthpiece. Generally, the 

larger mouthpiece is often played for lower registers, and the smaller mouthpiece is played for the 

higher registers. Then, deeper cup produces darker and milder tones while shallower cup produces more 

brilliant and clearer tones. Standard cup depth would be preferred for a flexible performance.  

  However, for example, it is not a good way to choose a small rim diameter mouthpiece just because you 

can easily play a higher register. You should select a mouthpiece that you feel comfortable and can easily 

play your ideal tone.  

When you decide the mouthpiece size, it is recommended to refer to descriptions of each models or 

comparison charts. Then, select a model that is close to the size of the mouthpiece that you currently 

play. Medium rim size and cup depth is recommended for beginners who have not clarified an ideal tone 

yet. 5C for Trumpet and Horn, and 7C for Trombone is the medium size in our line-up. 

 

2. Select a material of the mouthpiece 

There are mouthpieces made of brass, silver, stainless, titan, or plastic etc. The material changes 

sounds, so you can select a material that would suit your ideal tone. The best material should be brass 

as well as the instruments. Sound characters of other materials are below. 

  Silver mouthpieces produce far-carrying, dark, and heavy sound, but it does not harmonically 

resonate as much as brass. Stainless mouthpieces produce very brilliant sound and would be suit lead 

performances. Titanium produces a solid and bright tone and does not occur an allergic reaction, 

however, the sound actually becomes very light. Plastic mouthpieces are cheap and have a lot of colors. 

It would be fun to collect them. 
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